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man who may be styled the end of creation ? Plainly not. The only end of crea- 
tion is the perfect, hence the law must hold good till some form of embodied life 
shall image God. Now the New Testament reveals a being who is himself a per- 
fect representation of God and the first of a new order of manhood begotten into 
the image of God. Hence here Scripture and science are at one. 2. The law of 
progress by ages. Science speaks of geological periods, clearly distinguished, 
marked by the dominance of a new type of life. So does Scripture recognize this 
plan and with its aions of the present and the future is using strictly scientific 
language. 3. The law of anticipative or prophetic forms. Has this recognized 
principle whereby forms of one age are prefigured in the age preceding ceased ? 
There is no reason for thinking so. Scripture substantiates the suggestion of 
science by revealing in the present the coming race in the person of Jesus of 
Nazareth who manifested the " powers of the world to come." 4. The law of 
creative interpositions. Conceding much to natural causes working by an evolu- 
tionary process it yet remains as a scientific fact that much of the progress of life 
can be explained only by the law of creative interposition, as eminent scientists 
acknowledge. Here science and scripture agree as to the past. What science 
suggests as to the future, scripture clearly asserts in its doctrine of a " new heaven 
and a new earth " brought into being by a display of divine creative power. 5. The 
law of exterminations. This is witnessed to by many facts in the life history of the 
earth. One geological age succeeds another and the chief living species of the 
former age disappear. Scripture tells of the deluge and prophesies that the pres- 
ent age will give way to the "age to come" through a catastrophe involving the 
extirpation of the life which is disqualified for the new epoch. 6. The law of 
preparation. Each age of the earth's formation prepared for the next, so science 
tells us. The Scripture declares that the present is such an age. Not only in a 
physical sense may this be true, but especially morally and spiritually. Regenera- 
tion and sanctification are preparatory processes. What then is our conclusion if 
not that Scripture is in accord with science, simply taking up the record where 
geology leaves it and carrying on its laws into the present and future. Note the 
apologetic value of our results (a) in the comparison in this respect of Christianity 
with heathen religions in which we find few traces of these laws ; (b) in the argu- 
ment for the intrinsic probability of the truth of Christian doctrine ; (c) in their 
bearing on the theodicy. The preparatory character of the present explains many 
dark things in it and bids us look forward and upward for the consummation. 

An ingenious, well-argued and fascinating argument. The reasoning is not always conclusive, 
but the presentation is suggestive and stimulating. 



The Man of Sin.* Paul imparts to the Thessalonian church for their comfort 
certain definite disclosures concerning the Lord's coming. Then to check their 
restlessness he suddenly reveals the figure of the Man of Sin. This man of law- 
lessness is identified here with the corrupt and impious Judaism of the apostolic 
age. I. Before verifying this, some preliminary considerations are (i) while the re- 
lation of New Testament prophecy to this Book of Daniel is close, here Paul is not 
interpreting a former prophecy of Daniel but communicating a new one and the re- 
lation between the old and the new is of the most general kind. (2) Again the pas- 
sage is only an aside, a supplement and hence imparts no full instruction. (3) Paul's 
doctrine of the Parousia is the same as that of the Gospels. While the fulfillment 
is at the end, a fulfillment is found in the destruction of Jerusalem. (4) The "Man 

* By Prof. Wm. Arnold Stevens, in The Baptist Quarterly Review., July 1889, pp. 328-360. 
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of Sin" is no person bat a personification of a principle or an agency of the 
hnman sphere. II. Proceeding nov7 to the main features of the description we 
have (i) lawlessness, wilful : (2) opposition to Chriiit and his kingdom ; (3) self- 
deification ; (4) mystery ; (5) lying pretensions and false miracles ; (6) to be 
rnva/iri/ before the Parousia ; (7) the revelation delayed by a restrainer, generally 
admitted to be the Roman Imperial government ; (8) doomed to destruction at the 
Paronsia. III. The description fits the anti-christian Judaism of the apostolic 
age. (i) Lawlessness was its leading trait, as seen in the trial of Jesus, in the in- 
surrections culminating in Bar-Cochba. (2) Opposition to Christ and his kingdom 
manifested in persecution. (3) Self-deification was the spirit and tendency of the 
Jewish hierarchy. (4) The mystery of the working of the Jewish authority was 
well-known. (5) Lying pretensions, etc., were characteristic of them, e. g., Simon 
Magus. (6 and 7) Probably for a time about the year 66 the Romans withdrew for 
a time from Jadea thus revealing the iniquity of the Jewish system by developing 
the fanaticism of the nation. (8) This Jewish power was destroyed in the taking 
of Jerusalem. A " parousia" this was, but does not preclude a profounder one. 
IV. Compare the allusions to contemporaneous facts. Paul evidently refers to a 
phenomenon of his own time as the tenses show. V. As to other interpretations 
(l) the language does not fit the Emperor Nero ; (2) the line of Roman emperors is 
equally objectionable ; (3) the Papacy could not have been in the mind of the 
Apostle if we admit that the restraining power is the Roman government. VI. The 
present teachings of this subject are (r) lawlessness as one of the distinguishing 
features of sin is one of the great faults of our age ; (2) sin is infinitely selfish and 
stands over against the Christian self-renunciation ; (3) sin will not die out in the 
process of human development but by supernatural power will at last be brougb 
to an end. 

A careful, thoughtful and scholarly discussion of a difficult theme. 



